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Michael Davis Zt2| At

Grace to you and peace in the name of Jesus Christ!
At the time of the celebration of your 30th anniversary, I quoted these words from the

Apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

[ thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in everyone of my

prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am
conffident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1: 3-6.

These words ring true today on your 35th anniversary. It is a privilege to serve Christ with you as your District Superinten-
dent. I give God thanks for the many ways you continue to share the Good News to your community and the world. Your
great vitality and faith is a witness to the power of Christ at work. You truly live out the mission of the United Methodist

Church, “To make disciples for the transformation of the world.”

It is my hope and prayer that God will continue to richly bless your ministry into the future so that through the power of
God’s Spirit working in your midst and world will be transformed. May God continue to bless you so that you will be a

blessing to others!

In Christ,
Rev. Michael B. W. Davis

W el 3] A3t Davis A 221352u7)y - 7
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AlHA] o]oF7]: On the Road to Emmaus

According to the story recorded by St. Luke 24:13-
35, there were two who were on the road to Emmaus,
about a two hour walking distance from Jerusalem.
They were disciples of Jesus, possibly husband and
wife, and were not totally committed with uncondi—
tional faith to Jesus. The reasons were:

Firstly, for three years they followed Jesus with a
hope that He would deliver Israelites from bondage
and become the almighty leader of a new Israel. They

observed how Jesus was hung on the cross and died
a violent and meaningless death, and thought that
the crucifixion of Jesus made a mockery of their life
journey. Most of all they were in deep despair. They
thought they would be a part of nation—building with
Jesus, yet these hopes evaporated with Jesus™ death.

Secondly, they heard that women had talked about
Jesus’ resurrection. How could it have happened?
There had never been a record of human resurrec—
tion. They could not believe it. It may have been a
hallucination. The women must be having an un-—
dreamed—-of dream. It must be a make—believe story.
Don'’t tell us anything that we cannot accept.

Thirdly, as Jesus came up and walked along with
them, they were kept from recognizing him. As they
were in a deep despair, they did not know what they
were seeing. They had heard many times of the per—
sonal witness of other people who had encountered
Jesus personally. It had changed their lives. Yet, these
two did not have their own personal life-changing
experiences. They had not done their own witness—

ing.

Now, let me ask each of you as one of the members
of our church —— How has your faith—life been? Are
you in deep despair in doubt of the resurrection and
having trouble in believing that the Spirit of Jesus
is with us now? Let's get some positive inspiration
from the story of the two who were on the road to
Emmaus.
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Mission Trip to Philadelphia

As I reflect on my experience at the mission trip, I real—
ized that I've changed when T left ICM. I'm so thankful
that I've got the chance to see how God works in so
many ways that I've never expected.

When our team went to Vacation Bible School, I was
really struggling trying to talk to the small group. Even
though we prepared for that day, it was very different
from what I imagined. I felt like we couldn’t get them to
focus. I realized that all they really wanted was attention.
While T was helping Pastor Vega's wife, I didn’t realize
the little things that I could make such an impact. Dur—
ing that time, I thought I wasn’t doing anything impor—
tant but just cutting fruits and collecting plates. As time
flew by, I realized that through the little things you are
still representing Christ.

On the third day when we went to VBS, I really got to
connect with the little kids in our small group. When we
were playing, I got to talk to a little boy named Leon.
When I tried talking to him, all he said was “T don’t
know.” At that time it was really easy for me to give
up. [ was really surprised when Leon wanted to talk to
me one on one. When he told me his story I realized
that he was carrying a lot of hatred and anger. [ really
didn’t know what to do but go talk to the Pastors. After
[ finished talking to Leon, Ernest told me that I cannot
save him but only God can. It became so real to me as [
reflected on my one on one with Leon.

At first when our team went to a corner known as Hell
Corner to do street evangelism, [ was really scared of
the people. I tried to remember what Ernest said about

breaking our worldly lens but I didn’t really break them
until I got to talk to the people. Once we started to lis—
ten to their stories I realized how broken this world is
without God. When we were doing outreach I really
felt that God was there. No matter how hard I try to
explain how I felt that moment, it won’t be the same as
being there and reliving that moment. I knew that God
was there because another mission’s team was there. It
was so amazing to see how God shows himself through
missions.

The fourth day was when [ accepted Christ into my life.
It might seem strange that I accepted Christ into my life
when we went site seeing. [ accepted Christ when [ was
having a talk with Nooree and he asked me a question:
Do you believe that this stuff, the gospel, is real? When
he asked me that question I shook my head. I shook my
head because when we were doing street evangelism the
gospel became real to me personally. It is not possible
to say that God isn’t real when you see Him work—
ing through missions. Also, when [ was talking to my
friend, we reflected on our time during the mission trip.
She reminded me how I really am representing Christ,
even though I don’t know that I am. From that moment
when we were sharing our struggles, I realized the only
person who can save me from my sins is Jesus Christ.

Pastor Vega said that the mission’s trip would be a
waste if you didn’t leave changed. As I reflect on what
he said, it is definitely is true. It is not possible to say
that God isn't real when he has shown himself to us in
many ways.
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Exciting Opportunities for

the English Ministry

Being a member of NBKUMC since the age of 14, 1
have realized God is working to shape the church and
its members over the course of time. The church has
come a long way in this development plan, learning
along the journey what works and what wouldn’t. It has
evolved in different areas including the youth group, the
main service, and recently the EM group. The church
has experienced its share of ups and downs including
a changing base of members and staff. The ongoing
changes and growing wisdom until now has led to the
formation of a vision for the EM group.

The vision for the EM group is that it will consist of a
core of members who can organize, plan, and imple—
ment opportunities to reach out. This would be at the
same time as hosting bible study and discussion op—
portunities, EM’s mission will be to become dedicated
healers in many ways to people beyond the scope of
church. The group would not put too much emphasis
on how to grow in size or worry about the political
noise around it. When the group has a strong outreach
program, the members will follow.

As a church, we are essentially called to be spiritual doc—
tors in a world that is made of spiritually sick and dying
people. EM can and should follow that model. If we
emphasize increasing church attendance and size over
reaching out to others in ways that are life changing,
our vision may not come to fruition. In essence we must
practice going beyond our comfort zone and challenge
tradition. In this day in age, we are called to be dynamic
and challenge the practices of tradition. Although tra—
dition has its place, too much of it creates a hardened
wall and that is exactly the goal of the enemy.

We already have tools at our disposal to begin the pro—
cess. Most of us already spend a significant portion if
not most of our time before a computer or equivalent
during the week outside of work. If we can dedicate
some of that time to reaching out online and research—

ing places where we can physically go to reach out to
people, we would have a strong start to fulfilling God’s
vision for the church and for EM.

There are many opportunities to reach out. Each per—
son has a unique set of needs God has assigned to that
person. Each person has a unique set of gifts from God.
The EM calling from God is to use the God given gifts
to reach out to people who have different needs. Some
people can use help in finding the career they need.
Some people need someone to talk to. Some people
have marital problems and need emotional, spiritual,
and intellectual support. Some people need a com-
munity. Some people need practical help with practical
situations. Some people may meet their wife or hus—
band. This is not yet an exhaustive list of opportunities.
We may find that these exciting opportunities will create
and inspire new ones. We would measure success by the
number of people we have served as opposed to the size
or the number in the group.

In summary, I would venture to say that a little love
goes a long way. Members and visitors may come and
go but God’s message to reflect the love He has given us
remains unchanged. There is no better way to show the
love of Christ than to reach out in ways that are healing
and problem solving to other people.
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